UPPER MOUNT BETHEL TOWNSHIP
             Township Phone

          387 Ye Olde Highway

                     Fax Number
(570) 897-6127
             Mount Bethel, PA  18343-9604
                    (570) 897-0108
THE MINUTES FOR THE
                                         ANNUAL REORGANIZATION MEETING OF THE

                         UPPER MOUNT BETHEL TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
JANUARY 4TH, 2016 @ 7:00 p.m.
       AGENDA – PART I
CALL TO ORDER – Solicitor Karasek called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Supervisor Jerry Geake, Supervisor Larry Hallett, Supervisor David Due, Supervisor John Bermingham Jr., Supervisor Anthony De Franco and Township Solicitor Ronold Karasek.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
Oath of office – Magistrate Sherwood Griggs was present and administered the oath of office to Supervisor John Bermingham, Jr. and Anthony De Franco newly elected Supervisors.  
         AGENDA – PART II - Appointments: 

a. TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Larry Hallett moves and David Due seconds appointing John Bermingham as temporary Chairman.  Vote 5-0.


b. TEMPORARY SECRETARY:  None nominated.

c. RECORDING SECRETARY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS / PLANNING COMMISSION: David Due moves and Larry Hallett seconds appointing Melissa Mastrogiovanni as Recording Secretary to the Board of Supervisors / Planning Commission for 2016.  No comments.  Vote:  5-0.  
d. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN: Larry Hallett moves and Anthony DeFranco seconds appointing 
John Bermingham as Chairman. No other nominations.  Vote: 4-1 with Supervisor Geake voting “no”, “he said not to take it.  
e. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN: Supervisor Hallett moves and Chairman Bermingham seconds appointing Anthony De Franco as Vice Chairman.  No other nomination.  Vote: 4-1 with Supervisor Geake voting “no”, he said not to take it.  Public Comment by Ron Angle – there is a reason no one wants these positions, he has ever seen new elected Supervisors nominated for Chair and Vice-Chair.  Supervisor Geake said current Board members could have stepped up.  No other comments. 

f. SECRETARY: Supervisor De Franco moves and Chairman Bermingham seconds appointing David Due as Secretary.  Vote: 5-0.  
g. TREASURER:  Supervisor Due moves, seconds appointing Larry Hallett as Township Treasurer.  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  Public Comment by Ron Angle – asked about Jerry Geake in the past giving Treasurers report.  
        AGENDA – PART III – Appointments

a. TOWNSHIP MANAGER –No Nominations.  Table to later on the agenda.

b.ADMINSTRATION/OFFICE LIASION:  Supervisor Hallett moves and Chairman Bermingham seconds the appointment of Anthony De Franco as the Administration/Office Liaison.  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  
c.ROADMASTER/ROAD DEPARTMENT LIASION:  Supervisor Due moves and Supervisor De Franco seconds appointing Larry Hallett as Road master/Road Department Liaison. No Comments. 

Vote: 4-1 with Supervisor Geake voting “no”.  
d.HOMES PROGRAM LIASION:  Supervisor De Franco moves and Supervisor Hallett seconds appointing David Due as HOMES Program Liaison.  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  
e.TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR (SET PAY) Supervisor Geake moves and Supervisor Bermingham seconds the appointment of Ronold Karasek as Township Solicitor at the rate of $125.00 per hour for office and court time and $175.00 per meeting.  Public Comment by John Griffin – it’s time to look for a new Solicitor.  Public Comment by Ron Angle – Mr. Karasek’s performance has been excellent.  Vote:  5-0. 
f.PLANNING COMMISSION SOLICITOR (SET PAY) Supervisor Geake moves and Supervisor Due seconds the appointment of Ronold Karasek as Township Planning Commission Solicitor  at the rate of $125.00 per hour for office and court time and $175.00 per meeting.  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  
g.MEMBER TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION:  We received (2) letters of interest Toni Lynch and Charlie Kull.  Supervisor Geake moves and Supervisor Due seconds the appointment of Charlie Kull to the Planning Commission for a (5) five year term – expiring January 2021.  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  
h.TOWNSHIP ENGINEER (SET PAY):  We received (2) two letters of interests from our current Engineer Robert Collura and Jeffrey Ott. Supervisor Geake moves and Supervisor Due seconds the appointment of Robert Collura as our Township Engineer at the rate of $90.00 per hour and $300.00 for grading plan. Vote: 2-3 with Supervisor Geake and Supervisor Due voting “yes and Supervisor Hallett, 
De Franco and Bermingham voting “no”.  Supervisor Hallett moves and Supervisor De Franco seconds appointing Jeffrey Ott as Township Engineer.  No Comments.  Vote 3-2 with Supervisor Hallett, De Franco and Bermingham voting “yes” and Supervisor Geake and Due voting “no”. Motion for Jeffrey Ott, Engineer passes 3-2.  Supervisor Geake noted you made a big mistake.  
i.TOWNSHIP ALTERNATE ENGINEER (SET PAY) Discussion about nomination.  Supervisor De Franco moves, seconds by Chairman Bermingham re-appointing Doug Olmstead as Alternate Engineer at the rate of $70.00 per hour.   No Comments.  Vote: 5-0.  
j.ZONING HEARING BOARD SOLICITOR:  Supervisor Geake moves, and Supervisor Bermingham seconds the appointment of Mark Minotti as Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor.  Ron Angle objected, the Board can only set the pay, the Zoning Hearing Board appoints the Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor.  MOTION AND SECOND WITHDRAWN.  Supervisor Geake moves, and Supervisor Bermingham seconds setting the pay for the Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor pay at $125.00 per hour for office and court time and $175.00 per meeting.  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0. 
k.ZONING, BUILDING CODES AND SEO LIASION:  Supervisor De Franco moves and Supervisor Hallett seconds the appointment of David Due as the Zoning and SEO Liaison. No comments. Vote: 5-0.  
l. ZONING OFFICIAL:  Supervisor Geake moves and Supervisor Due seconds the appointment of Ryan Engler as Township Zoning Official at the rate of $70.00 per hour. Ron Angle questioned Mr. Englers hours and stated objected to paying a Part-time Zoning Official more than you paid a Full-time Zoning Official.  You’re paying a Part-time Zoning Officer $1,400.00 per week.  MOTION AND SECOND WITHDRAWN.  MOTION by Supervisor Geake, second by Supervisor De Franco appointing Ryan Engler as Zoning Official for a maximum of 15 hours per week.   Mr. Angle reiterated that $70.00 per hour is exorbitant and asked about the paycheck going to Bob Collura office, maybe that’s why the hourly rate is so high. There was discussion about Zoning Officer pay check being payable Robert Collura Engineering for Ryan Englers pay. Supervisor Geake indicated those fees carried over from when Rick Fisher was Alternate Zoning Official and SEO. MOTION AND SECOND WITHDRAWN. MOTION by Supervisor Geake, second by Supervisor Due to appoint Ryan Engler as Zoning Official at the rate of $70.00 per hour with a 15 hour a week maximum. No other comments.  Vote- 4-1 with Supervisor De Franco voting “no”.  
m. ALTERNATE ZONING AND BUILDING CODES OFFICIAL:  Supervisor Geake moves and Supervisor Due seconds the appointment of Tina Serfass as the Alternate Zoning Official /Building Codes Official at the rate of $51.50 per hour.  Ron Angle noted his objection the same as before paying $51.50 per hour for a BCO and paying Keller Zoning fees for Tina Serfass. No other comments. Vote:  5-0.  
n.3rd PARTY INSPECTION AGENCIES:  Supervisor Due moves and Supervisor Hallett seconds the appointment of Keller Zoning, Lehigh Valley Inspection Service and Keystone Consulting as our 3rd Party Inspection Agencies.  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  
o.SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER (SET PAY):  Supervisor Geake moves and Supervisor De Franco seconds the appointment of Scott Policelli as the Sewage Enforcement Officer and set the pay at $70.00 per hour.  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  
p.ALTERNATE SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER (SET PAY):  Supervisor Geake moves and Supervisor Due seconds the appointment of Robert Collura as the Alternate Sewage Enforcement Officer at the rate of $70.00 per hour.  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0. 
q.CHAIRMAN TO THE VACANCY BOARD:  Supervisor Hallett moves and Supervisor DeFranco seconds the appointment of Andy Mahan to the Vacancy Board for a one year term, expiring 2017.  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  
r.EAC LIASION:  Chairman Bermingham moves and Supervisor Hallett seconds to TABLE the EAC Liaison to the 1-11-16 BOS meeting.  Public Comment by Ron Angle – why are you tabling this.  Chairman Bermingham stated he would like to form a good relationship with the EAC. 
s.MEMBER TO THE EAC - Supervisor Geake moves and Supervisor De Franco seconds the motion to TABLE the (2) two appointments as Members to the EAC.  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  
t.MEMBER TO THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:  Supervisor Geake moves and Supervisor De Franco seconds the motion to TABLE the appointment of Member to the ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE.  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  
u.BASD REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHOIRITY LIASION:  Supervisor Geake moves and Chairman Bermingham seconds the appointment of Jeffrey Manzi as BASD Regional Economic Development Authority Liaison to the Board of Supervisors for a (5) five year term – expiring January 2021.  No Comments. Vote:  5-0.  
v.RECREATION BOARD LIASION:  Supervisor Due moves and Supervisor De Franco seconds the appointment of John Bermingham as the Recreation Board Liaison.  No Comments. Vote: 5-0.
w.SAFETY COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Supervisor De Franco moves and Supervisor Due seconds the appointment of the following Safety Committee Members: William Godshalk, David Farleigh  Kevin Williams as Road Department Representatives and Diann Eden and Melissa Mastrogiovanni as Office Representatives.  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0. 
x.EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT POSTITIONS AND NOTIFICATION LIST:  Supervisor Geake moves and Supervisor Due seconds the appointment of Lindsey Manzi, Emergency Management Coordinator and Bill Williams, Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator. No Comments. Vote: 5-0. 
y. EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION LIST: EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION LIST:



1. All Supervisors
2.  Road Foreman

3. Township Manager

4.  Office Staff

5.  Township Solicitor
z. EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT STAFF:  Supervisor Geake moves and Supervisor Due seconds the appointment of the Emergency Management Staff as follows:  
 



Public Information Officer



Lindsey Manzi



Communication & Warning Officer


Lindsey Manzi



Deputy Communication & Warning Officer

Bill Williams



Logistics Liaison




Lindsey Manzi

Fire & Rescue Officer




Bill Williams 

Police Services Officer



Joseph Battillo   
            No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  
aa. EMERGENCY SERVICES LIASION:  Chairman Bermingham moves and Supervisor Hallett seconds the appointment of Anthony De Franco as Emergency Service Liaison. No Comments. Vote: 5-0.
bb.  APPROVE ATTENDANCE AT PSATS CONVENTION:  Supervisor Hallett moves and Supervisor De Franco seconds to TABLE THE ATTENDANCE AT PSATS Convention for further information.  No Comments.  Public Comment by Ron Angle – It’s a good for new Supervisors to attend.  Vote:  5-0.  

cc. VOTING DELEGATE PSATS CONVENTION:  Supervisor Hallett moves and Supervisor De Franco seconds to TABLE the Voting Delegate for the PSATS Convention.  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  

dd.  MEMBER TO SLATEBELT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS:  Supervisor Hallett moves and Supervisor De Franco seconds the appointment of David Due as member of the Slate belt Council of Governments.   No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  
ee.  ALTERNATE MEMBER TO SLATEBELT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS:  Chairman Bermingham moves and Supervisor Hallett seconds the appointment of Anthony De Franco as alternate member to the Slate Belt Council of Government.  No comments.  Vote:  5-0.  
ff.  DESIGNATION OF DEPOSITORIES:  Supervisor Hallett moves and Supervisor De Franco seconds the appointment of Merchants National Bank, Penn Star Bank, Smith Barney, Landmark Community Bank, Franklin Security Bank and Bank of NY Melon as designation of depositories. Public Comment by Ron Angle – asked why out of state banks and what about PNC Bank.  No other comments.  Vote: 5-0.    
gg.  ESTABLISH REGULAR MONTHY MEETING LOCATION, DATE & TIME:  Supervisor Geake moves and Supervisor De Franco seconds the motion establishing the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00PM in the Municipal Building as the regular meeting date, time and location. No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  
hh.  ESTABLISH MONTHLY WORK SESSION MEETING LOCATION, DATE & TIME:  Supervisor Geake moves and Supervisor Due seconds   establishing the 4th Monday of each month at 7:00PM at the Upper Mount Bethel Township Municipal Building as the monthly work session date, time and location. No Comments. Vote:  4-1 with Supervisor Hallett voting “no”.  
ii. TREASURERS BOND:  Supervisor Hallett moves and Supervisor Due seconds setting the Treasurer’s Bond at $2,000,000.00.   No comments.  Vote: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​5-0.   
jj.  SET EMPLOYEE HOLIDAYS:  Supervisor De Franco moves and Supervisor Hallet seconds setting the Employees Holidays as follows:  New Year’s Day, Frid.1/1/16, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Mon. 01/18/16, Presidents Day, Mon. 02/15/16, Good Friday, Frid. 03/25/16, Memorial Day, Mon. 05/30/16, Fourth of July, Mon, 07/04/16, Labor Day, Mon.09/05/16, Veterans Day, Frid. 11/11/16, Thanksgiving Day, Thurs. 11/24/16, Friday after Thanksgiving, 11/25/16, Christmas Day, Sun.12/25/16 employees off Monday, 12/26/15 in observance of Christmas Day. Supervisor Geake indicated it’s per union contract.  Vote: 5-0.  
kk.  SET ROAD DEPARTMENT FULL TIME EMPLOYEES PAY INCREASE PER UNION CONTRACT:  Supervisor De Franco moves and Supervisor Hallett seconds the pay of $24.13 per hour for CDL Operator, $22.41 for Non-CDL Equipment Operator and $20.63 for Laborer. No Comments. Vote: 5-0.  
ll.  PART-TIME / SEASONAL EMPLOYEE SET PAY:  Supervisor Due moves and Supervisor Hallett seconds setting the Part-time / Seasonal employees pay at $14.41 per hour and $19.63 per hour for CDL Operators (2% increase )  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  

mm.  BASD Diversified Co-up Interns (set pay) Discussion about what this position and pay.  Supervisor Geake explained this is a program with the school and was budgeted. In the budget it was allotted a couple of students a week to share 40 hours per week at $8.00 per hour. MOTION by Supervisor De Franco, second by Supervisor Hallett setting the pay at $8.00 per hour.  No other comments.  Vote:  5-0.  
nn.  SET OFFICE EMPLOYEES PAY INCREASE PER UNION CONTRACT:  Supervisor Hallett moves and Supervisor De Franco seconds setting the office employee wages as follows:  Diann Eden Bookkeeper at $22.50 and Melissa Mastrogiovanni, Office Secretary/Recording Secretary at $19.39 + OT for meetings.  Public Comment by Ron Angle – the pay is unbalanced and the office girls should be equal in pay.  MOTION AND SECOND WITHDRAWN.  MOTION by Supervisor De Franco, seconded by Supervisor Due that both office employees be paid $22.50 per hour, to make them equal subject to union approval.  Supervisor Hallett said if you’re giving one employee a $3.00 increase per hour, then they should both get that increase. There was discussion about the office wages.  Supervisor Geake noted said this is not the time to do this at re-organization, you would have to check with the union, wages are based on job descriptions and wages are according to the union contract.  MOTION AND SECOND WITHDRAWN.  MOTION by Supervisor De Franco, seconded by Supervisor Due that the wages set by union contract be approved, but be reviewed, equalizing their pay by addendum or at the next contract renewal negotiations 

No further comments.   Vote:  5-0.  
oo.  SET MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT RATE:  Supervisor Due moves and Supervisor De Franco seconds the 2016 mileage reimbursement at the 2016 IRS rate of 54 cents.  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  

pp.  SET THE PENSION CONTRIBUTION FOR FULL TIME EMPLOYEES:  Supervisor Hallett moves and Supervisor De Franco seconds setting the Full-time employee pension contribution at $3.10 per hour.  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.
  AGENDA PART IV
a.POLICE PENSION RESOLUTION #2016-01:  Chairman Bermingham read Resolution #2016-01.    Chairman Bermingham moves and Supervisor De Franco seconds the adoption of Resolution #2016-01.  
No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  
b. POLICE PENSION FUND ADMINISTRATOR:  Supervisor Due moves and Supervisor DeFranco seconds the appointment of Larry Hallett (same as treasurer) as the Police Pension Administrator.  Ron Angle asked the Chair to look into the fund and the administration of. Vote:  5-0.  

AGENDA PART V – OTHER:   TOWNSHIP MANAGER (tabled from earlier on the agenda) MOTION by Supervisor De Franco, seconded by Supervisor Hallett to Table the Township Manager appointment to the 1/11/16 Board of Supervisors meeting.  Public Comment by Judy Henckel – last year the Board looked into Lafayette College for recruitment of a Township Manager.  Supervisor Hallett suggested not doing that again, we might want to go with Part-time manager or administrator. Supervisor De Franco suggested 5 hours a day.  Public Comment by Mark Thatcher – asked about Robert Cartwright. Supervisor Geake indicated Mr. Cartwright put his letter in, but he is not available.  
AGENDA PART VI – PUBLIC COMMENT: Public Comment:  Ron Angle asked us to look into Zoning Hearing Board terms, someone’s term should be up. We will look back into the minutes for the next meeting.  Bob Schneider suggested an interim manager until the Board decides which route they are going.   The Board asked Mr. Schneider if he was available, he said he couldn’t commit.   Ron Angle asked the Chair to put plans for the Eastern Industries Property high on the priority list.  Ron Angle announced he is spreading Class A sludge tomorrow morning.  Ron Angle indicated he donated $2,000.00 for cover crops and the organization stole his money.  Mark Thatcher made a statement to the new Board Members; he wishes them the best of luck and thinks they will do a good job.  


AGENDA PART VII – ADJOURNMENT:  MOTION by Supervisor Geake, seconded by Supervisor 
De Franco to adjourn the Re-organization meeting at 9:20 p.m.  No Comments.  Vote:  5-0.  
Melissa Mastrogiovanni, Recording Secretary

Upper Mount Bethel Township
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